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SPECIAL THANKS TO
114 volunteers,
32 vendors and

24 dignataries
All volunteers are listed
in this Newsletter

Ronnie & Ronnie Chase Albritton

Bud & Lana Allen
David & Lucy Bailey
Bill & Robyn Baker

Joan Baxley
Ben Blackman
Sharon Botts
Eric & Joyce Broaddus
Julia Brown
Roberta Buxton
Dale Cochran
John Companiotte
Beth Coogle
Charles & Gloria Cook
Charles & Pat D’'Asaro
Randy Daugherty
Pat Delcambre
Chris Fisher
Ken Ford
Taylor Ford
Dana Fulford
Mary Hawkins
Kent Jacobs
Carissa Johnson
Michael & Theresa Johns
Carolyn Krantz
Mary Krebs
Rose Huhhirt
David Kummer
Catherine Lewis
Richard Lewis

The day began early for 32 vendors and volunteers oB#éigelad Market Day as
they set up their booths to display their wares at tigdBd Community Center. Later
they were joined by the Bagdad Fire Department and &@testry who displayed
their equipment and information to put on a crowd-pleasiaegnonstration of fire-
fighting. Adding fuel to the fire was a hot May daytwiemperatures in the 90’s, but
the hottest thing going was the guy in the Smokey Beait.olthderneath that fur, it
is safe to say, Smokey Bear was smoking.

The Bagdad Community Center building, whose plannirggyspaarheaded by the
BVPA in 2005, has become a great venue for many evemagdad, from weddings
to family reunions to meals for the elderly. Lookoiittfor your own special event by
calling Rebecca Welch at 983-1940.

The mullet was fried to perfection, the hush puppmesgrits were just right and
the homemade ice cream was made in heaven. The senel@ inside and outside
of the Community Center drumming up business while shopmensied through
looking for just the right thing at just the right mricThanks to all 32 vendors who
helped make this event a landmark affair.

Friends, family and guest to Bagdad enjoyed the miidletfry, homemade ice
cream, crafts, vendors, the cake walk, the War Betvikke States re-enactment and
the State historic marker dedicatioBould anything be more Southern?
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Trent Lewis
Mike Laiviere
Darryl Malone

Jeff Malone
Rodney Malone

Bill Mauck

Helen McCombs
Maureen McCulley
Mickey McNair

Fran Parsons
Diandra Petrey
Sylvia Streeter

Trish Ryle
Becky Thomas

Mildred Thomas
Benjamin West
Charles & Elaine Willis
Maureen Wingate
Sue Woodson




Setting up at the Thompson House ahead of the early bird
vendors were the Civil War re-enactors in preparatorite
re-enactment of the Skirmish on the Blackwater and the
dedication of the Thompson House/Skirmish on the Black-
water State Historic Marker. Being purist, the re-éorac
were compelled to set up the Civil War encampment the
night before and spend the night on the ground in taets.
They were joined the following day by their fellow, des
pure, compatriots and proceeded to put on a really big show.

For one day, the War Between the States retuim Bag-
dad. From 32 shots of cannon to multiple rounds of fiifég
the war was re-enacted as it happened in 1864 on thesstree
of Bagdad. Unlike the major battles of the war, the war
came to Bagdad with fighting on its streets and in front
yards, while residents hid inside homes wondering ifithe
soldier they saw would be their loved one.

The event was graced by 24 honored guests including
Representative Greg Eversand Representative Dave
Murzin, followed by Commissioner Bob Coleand Com-
missioner Jim Williamson and the Honorable Judge
Robert Hilliard. The Fire Chiefs of Milton and Bagdad,
Mayor of Milton, City Councilman of Milton, pastors of
Bagdad and Thompson family members attended with other
honored guests.

Special of the honored guests was Anice Smith, &ge 9
A resident of Bagdad from birth, she spoke, cried and praise
her beloved Village. She brought on tears as she remem
bered her life in Florida’s largest mill town. A ssteand
kind dear lady.

The unveiling of the State Historic Marker wdme by
State Rep. Evers, State Rep. Murzin and Commissiorier Co
with salutes by Confederate riflemen and artillery cannon
fire. Then the honored guests joined Dr. Charles &.Nhat
D’Asaro in the Thompson House for an exquisite reception
and viewing of the most popular house in Santa Rosa €ount
and possibly in the State of Florida.

A day to remember, indeed.

R
#1

$  #
% &
S H#
n II! 1
"
& 1 (

) | =
Eli Chandler — Captain Commanding
Bob Bell, Ray Evans
Steve Meadows, Tyler Meadows
J. J. Thomas, Dan Wendleton
Jonathan Woodward
+ . 0 *
Charles Coe - Captain
Jay Guehtnik, Doug Guentz
Patrick Nooner
& - . *

LeAnne Boswell - President
Christopher Boswell, Phillip Boswell
Karen Donovan, Shon Donovan
John Howell, Davita Howell
J.R. Howell, Alexander Howell
Annabella Howell, Angelique Howell

Jerry Howell, Lori Howell
Thomas Norrie, Cody Orsini, Mike Pennell

Mary Gonzalez, Paulette Martin
Glen Rothbart, Jan Prybylski
Cecile Stephens
THANKS FOR AN EXCELLENT RECEPTION




Chief Claude Dunlap

Nick Anderson—Lisa Brown
Brenda Dunlap—David Dunlap

Karleen Fine—Trent Foreman

Jack Holley—Glenda Owens
Larry Parker—Thomas Thrower

Alan Townsley—Gary Wolfe

Gary Yeagley
*

Billy Freeman—Senior Forest Ranger
Daniel Wesley—Smokey Bear
Nic Goebeler
/ &

Mikey Drinkard—Katie Owens—
Jenny Gillespie—Emily Youngblood
Alicia Menedez—James Poole

Chelsea Couch—Stacy Jones
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Jim Crow America:
A Documentary History
Recently published by the University of Arkan

Press and authored by Bagdad father and day
historiansDrs. Catherine M. and J. Richard Lewis

% &

the end of the American Civil War until the passagthefVoting Rights Ac
in 1965, charts the story of post-slavery segregation im tha& northern an

western states, and especially in the states of tHeS@Uith. It describes thhe

legal, quasi-legal, and customary practices which kept B\aokricans unds
the rule of policies, practices, and laws that prevetitech from enjoying
equal rights in school, business, transportation, housimdy,virtually all as
pects of American life.

Both authors have a long history and connectidtis Bagdad. Catherin
spent all of her early summers in Bagdad and is a fréqgisttor today. She i
now a professor of history at Kennesaw State Unityeesid a special prd
jects’ coordinator at the Atlanta History Center. Autbf eight books, she ¢
authored with her fathdRace, Politics, andViemory (2007), a history of th
1957 Little Rock Central High School desegregation, which lagidmal ang
international consequences.

Richard, who was raised in Bagdad and is now dewestiis very active i

community projects. He is a former teacher and admadst at the publi¢

school and college level, recently retiring as an ast®giesearcher at t
Johns Hopkins University. Both books are also availabtee BVPA
Museum, 4512 Church Street, telephone 850-983-3005.

the book covers the period of American history filom # ) ' ]

What is BVPA?
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Museum & Gift Shop Hours:
Tuesdays 9:00 am—12 Noon
1st Saturday 9:00 am—12 Noon
By appointment also
For more info call
981-3005 or 293-5349
iLocated in an historic African-Americg
“Church, cir. 1890, the BVPA Museum Comp
is the largest museum of history in Santa H
County and houses the largest collection of
toric Santa Rosa County memorabilia; in
‘ticular, items from historic Village of Bagdad
'€ See insert of this newsletter to

become a supporting member.
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Come join in the fun.

A "Guide for Guides," which is a brief hi
tory of Bagdad is available for all voluntegrs
who can help expand Museum hours to mee} the
increasing demand. The Museum Commiftee
will provide training sessions for those intpr-
ested in helping. Please volunteer so that] the
Museum can be open more often. The com
tee is currently working on a display to tell Jof

&Il

New T-shirts are available, as well as the
original ones with the signature logo of BVPA.
The prices range from $10.00 to $16.00m-
ages and Realityby Brian Rucker,can be pur-
chased as well. It gives a detailed account of
what attracted tourist to antebellum Pensacola.

The Gift Shop is well-stocked with many of
your favorites books —Arcadia; Milton De-
pot; Race, Politics, and MemonBrick Road

Bagdad's involvement in American wars, begin-

ning with the Mexican War, through the Civit

to Boomtown Be sure to reserve your copy of

War, World War 11, Korea, Vietnam, and up to modern
times with the two Gulf Wars. Special emphasis i®mgiv
to honoring all those from Bagdad who served, so arti-
facts and photos are still needed.

We will soon be working on other displays, so peas
search for anything that can be used to tell the Bagdad
Story. The Museum and Gift Shop are open each Tues-
day and the first Saturday of each month from 9:00 AM
until Noon. Come visit and learn more about the Histdri
Village of Bagdad.

Come joy in the fun while reliving our grand bist

We Remember Bagdad This comprehensive book of
Bagdad 's history will be updated and expanded and will
be out this fall. This is a must for all who want &arin
more about this singular village. They will not lastdo

2367 %2-89+ $
Aug. 6th—SRC Chamber of Commerce, After Hours,
Bagdad Museum Complex
Oct. 5th—Beaches to Woodlands Event, Bagdad lec
ture, Bagdad Community Center
Dec. 5th—Bagdad Heritage Tour, Antebellum
Christmas on Forsyth St. and Tour of Homes




A. Rep. Dave Murzin

B. Capt. Dave Kummer, USMC

C. Comm. Jim & Mrs. Williamson
D. Eli Chandler, CSA Commanding
E. Comm. Bob Cole

F. Michael Johnson BVPA, pres.
G. Rev. Steven French

H. Rep. Greg Evers

l.

Judge Robert Hilliard
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Dale Cochron—Affordable Photography
Carissa M. Johnson
Diandra Petrey—DP Creation Studios
S Susan Woodson
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Wealth, fame, fortune, power, materialism or knowledge
will always spice up life, but when spices wane and sweets
turn bitter, one realizes the real value of life, peopie tree
falls in the woods and no one is there to hear it, doralke a
noise? If a person talks and no one is there to listen, does
speech have value? Short of God listening to our psalyker
can become almost non-existent when people put self and
things above all else. When a business worries more about it
bottom line than its customers and employees, it will peéa
into itself. A government that believes central planning is
omnipotent and all should worship its structure will soon im-
plode under its own weight. When people desire position over
compassion, when prosperity is more valuable than thankful-

ness, when people desire their own ideas above all elgeeriblmse themselves in a shallow world of me and mine.

Over 110 volunteers at the BVPA Market Day/Histdfierker Event gave of their time, energy and means to
bring about an exciting time for people of Bagdad, SantaRmunty and the State of Florida. These voluntests
their own lives, their own families and their own jobs, taty chose to give of themselves, not for fame or fortune
but so others could taste life more abundantly. Over 1,B8@0rg, friends and family came to enjoy the fruits of
those who chose to assume the role of servant. Itabailt people.
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